全国2013年7月高等教育自学考试
英语阅读（一）试题

课程代码：00595
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I. Careful Reading. (40 points, 2 points for each)
Directions: Read the following passages carefully. Decide on the best answers and then
blacken the corresponding letters on your Answer Sheet.
Passage One
Questions 1 to 5 are based on the following passage.

There is a difference between science and technology. Science is a method of
answering theoretical questions; technology is a method of solving practical
problems. Science has to do with discovering the facts and relationships between
observable phenomena in nature and with establishing theories that serve to
organize these facts and relationships; technology has to do with tools, techniques,
and procedures for implementing the findings of science.

Another distinction between science and technology has to do with the
progress in each.

Progress in science excludes the human factor. Scientists, who seek to
comprehend the universe and know the truth within the highest degree of accuracy
and certainty, cannot pay attention to their own or other people’s likes or dislikes
or to popular ideas about the fitness of things. What scientists discover may shock
or anger people—as did Darwin’s theory of evolution. But even an unpleasant
truth 1s more than likely to be useful; besides, we have the choice of refusing to
believe 1t! But hardly so with technology; we do not have the choice of refusing to
hear the sonic boom produced by a supersonic aircraft flying overhead; we do not

have the option of refusing to breathe polluted air; and we do not have the option
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[image: image2.png]of living in a non-atomic age. Unlike science progress, technology must be
measured in terms of the human factor. The legitimate purpose of technology is to
serve people in general, not merely some people; and future generations, not
merely those who presently wish to gain advantage for themselves. Technology
must be humanistic( A 18 £ X ) if it is to lead to a better world.

1. From the context, the word “observable” (Line 4, Para. 1) most probably means
A. remarkable B. outstanding
C. conspicuous D. visible
2. According to the passage, technology is usually connected with the following
factors EXCEPT
A. relationship B. tools
C. techniques D. procedures
3. According to the author, scientific theories
A. must be strictly objective
B. usually take people’s likes and dislikes into consideration
C. should conform to popular opinions
D. always appear in perfect and finished forms
4. The author states that technology itself
A. 1s responsible for widespread pollution and resource exhaustion
B. should serve those who wish to gain advantage for themselves
C. will lead to a better world if put to wise use
D. will inevitably be for bad purpose
5. The tone of the author in this passageis
A. positive B. negative
C. factual D. critical
Passage Two

Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following passage.

The most exciting kind of education is also the most personal. Nothing can

exceed the joy of discovering for yourself something that is important to you. It
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[image: image3.png]may be an idea or a bit of information you come across accidentally or a sudden
insight, putting together pieces of information or working through a problem.
Such personal encounters are the “payoff” in education. A teacher may direct you
to learning and even encourage you in it — but no teacher can make the
excitement or the joy happen. That’s up to you.

A research paper assigned in a course and perhaps checked at various stages
by an instructor, leads you beyond classrooms, beyond the texts for classes and
into the process where the joy of discovery and learning can come to you many
times. Preparing a research paper is an active and individual process, and ideal
learning process. It provides a structure within which you can make exciting
discoveries, of knowledge and of self, that are basic to education. But the research
paper also gives you a chance to individualize a school assignment, to suit a piece
of work to your own interests and abilities, to show others what you can do.
Writing a research paper is more than just a classroom exercise. It is an experience
in searching out, understanding and synthesizing, which forms the basis of many
skills applicable to both academic and nonacademic tasks. It is, in the fullest sense,
a discovering of an education. So, to produce a good research paper is both a
useful and thoroughly satisfying experience.

To some, the thought of having to write an assigned number of pages, often
more than ever produced before, is disconcerting. To others, the very idea of
having to work independently is threatening. But there is no need to approach
assignment with anxiety, and nobody should view the research paper as an
obstacle to overcome. Instead, consider it a goal to accomplish, a goal within
reach if you use the help this book can give you.

6. According to the writer, personal discoveries
A. will give one encouragement and direction
B. are helpful in finding the right information
C. are the most valuable part of one’s personal education

D. will help one to successfully complete school assignments
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[image: image4.png]7. It can be inferred from the passage that writing a research paper gives one
chances
A. to fully develop one’s personal abilities
B. to use the skills learnt in the classroom
C. to prove that one is productive writer
D. to demonstrate how well one can accomplish school assignment

8. From the context, the word “disconcerting” (Line 2, Para. 3) most probably

means
A. misleading B. embarrassing
C. stimulating D. upsetting

9. The writer argues in the passage that

A. one should explore new areas in research

B. one should trust one’s own ability to meet course requirements

C. one should consider research paper writing a pleasure, not a burden

D. one should use all one’s knowledge and skills when doing research
10.What 1s the main message of this passage?

A. How to write a research paper.

B. The reason why people should have a positive attitude to research paper

writing.
C. How to make new discoveries for oneself.
D. The skill of putting pieces of information together.
Passage Three

Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following passage.

Ballet 1s a dance form that has a long history. The fact that it survives to this
day shows that it has adjusted as times have changed.

Ballet began in the royal courts during the Renaissance. At that time it
became common for kings and queens, as well as other nobility, to participate in
pageants that included music, poetry and dance. As these entertainments moved
from the Italian courts to the French ones, court ladies began participating in them.

Though their long dresses prevented much movement, they were able to perform
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[image: image5.png]elaborate walking patterns. It was not until the 1600s that women dancers
shortened their skirts, changed to flat shoes, and began doing some of the leaps
and turns.

It was also in the 1600s that professional ballet began. King Louis XIV of
France, himself a devoted dancer, founded the Royal Academy of Dance. The five
basic feet positions from which all ballet steps begin were finalized. In the late
1700s another important change occurred. Ballet began to tell a story on its own.
It was no longer simply the dance to be performed between acts of plays.
Elaborate wigs and costumes were eliminated. By the early 1800s dancers learned
to rise on their toes to make it appear that they were floating.

Classical ballet as we know today was influenced primarily by Russian
dancing. The Russians remained interested in ballet when it declined in other
European countries in the mid-1800s. One of the most influential figures of the
early 20™ century was Sergeil Diaghilev. His dance company, the Ballets Russes,
brought a new energy and excitement to ballet. One of his chief assistants, George
Balanchine, went on to found the New York City Ballet in 1948 and to influence
new generations of dancers.

11. This passage mainly deals with
A. famous names in ballet
B. French versus Russian ballet
C. the development of ballet
D. the reason why ballet is no longer popular
12. An important influential figure in early ballet was
A. Balanchine B. Marie Antoinette
C. Diaghilev D. Louis XIV
13. You can conclude from this passage that ballet
A. will be a dying art
B. will continue to change as new people and ideas influence it
C. 1s only currently performed in Russia and the United States

D. 1s often performed by dancers with little training
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[image: image6.png]14. The information in this passage is presented
A. through the story of one dancer
B. by describing various positions and steps
C. by listing reasons why ballet has succeeded
D. in chronological order
15. The word “pageants” (Line 3, Para. 2) probably means
A. dances B. instructors
C. kings D. elaborate shows
Passage Four
Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following passage.

A few years ago it was fashionable to speak of a generation gap, a division
between young people and their elders. Parents complained that children did not
show them proper respect and obedience, while children complained that their
parents did not understand them at all. Why did the generation gap suddenly
appear? Actually, the generation gap has been around for a long time. Many critics
argue that it is built into the fabric of our society.

One important cause of the generation gap is the opportunity that young
people have to choose their own life styles. In more traditional societies, when
children grow up, they are expected to live in the same area as their parents, to
marry people whom their parents know and approve of, and often to continue the
family occupation. In our society, young people often travel great distances for
their education, move out of the family home at an early age, marry or live with
people whom their parents have never met, and choose occupations different from
those of their parents.

In our upwardly mobile society, parents often expect their children to do
better than they did: to find better jobs, to make more money, and to do all the
things that they were unable to do. Often, however, the ambitions that parents
have for their children are another cause of the division between them. Often, they

discover that they have very little in common with each other.
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[image: image7.png]Finally, the speed at which changes take place in our society is another cause
of the gap between the generations. In traditional culture, elderly people are
valued for their wisdom, but in our society the knowledge of a lifetime may
become obsolete overnight. The young and the old seem to live in two very
different worlds, separated by different skills and abilities.

No doubt, the generation gap will continue to be a feature of American life for
some time to come. Its causes are rooted in the freedoms and opportunities of our
society, and in the rapid pace at which society changes.

16. The main idea of the first paragraph is that
A. the generation gap suddenly appeared
B. the generation gap is a feature of American life
C. how people can reduce the generation gap
D. many critics argue over the nature of the generation gap
17. From the context, the word “around” (Line 5, Para. 1) most probably means
A. on all sides B. in every direction
C. near D. in existence
18. Which one is NOT the cause of the generation gap according to the passage?
A. Young people like to choose their own life styles.
B. American society is changing very fast.
C. Parents place high hopes on their children.
D. Modern education makes them think differently.
19. In American society, young people often
A. rely on their parents
B. stay with their parents in order to get an opportunity for higher education
C. seek the best advice from their parents

D. have very little in common with their parents
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[image: image8.png]20. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. Parents should be more tolerant towards their children.
B. The younger generation should value the older generation for their wisdom.
C. The generation gap is partly created by the elder generation.

D. The generation gap should be avoidable in American society.

I1. Speed Reading. (10 points, 1 point for each)
Directions: Skim or scan the following passages. Decide on the best answers and then
blacken the corresponding letters on your Answer Sheet.
Passage Five
Questions 21-25 are based on the following passage.

When she was twelve, Maria made her first important decision about the
course of her life. She decided that she wanted to continue her education. Most
girls from middle-class families chose to stay home after primary school, though
some attended private Catholic “finishing” schools. There they learned a little
about music, art, needlework, and how to make polite conversations. This was not
the sort of education that interested Maria — or her mother. By this time, she had
begun to take her studies more seriously. She read constantly and brought her
books everywhere. One time she even brought her math book to the theater and
tried to study in the dark.

Maria knew that she wanted to go on learning in a serious way. That meant
attending the public high school, something that very few girls did. In Italy at the
time, there were two types of high schools: the “classical” schools and the
“technical” schools. In the classical schools, the students followed a very
traditional program of studies, with courses in Latin and Greek language and
literature, and Italian literature and history. The few girls who continued studying

after primary school usually chose these schools.

Maria, however, wanted to attend a technical school. The technical schools
were more modern than the classical schools and they offered courses in modern
languages, mathematics, science, and accounting. Most people — including

Maria’s father — believed that girls would never be able to understand these

#r 00595 # TEiEMRE(—)E 58 8 T (3t 16 1)



[image: image9.png]subjects. Furthermore, they did not think it was proper for girls to study them.

Maria did not care if it was proper or not. Math and science were the subjects
that interested her most. But before she could sign up for the technical school, she
had to win her father’s approval. She finally did, with her mother’s help, though
for many years after, there was tension in the family. Maria’s father continued to
oppose her plans, while her mother helped her.

In 1883, at age thirteen, Maria entered the “Regia Scuola Tecnica
Michelangelo Buonarroti” in Rome. Though the courses included modern subjects,
the teaching methods were very traditional. Learning consisted of memorizing
long lists of facts and repeating them back to the teacher. Students were not
supposed to ask questions or think for themselves in any way. Teachers were very
demanding, discipline in the classroom was strict, and punishment was severe for
those who failed to achieve or were disobedient.

21. According to the passage, Maria wanted to attend

A. a private “finishing” school B. a school with Latin and Greek

C. a technical high school D. a school for art and music
22. In Maria’s days, most Italian girls

A. went to classical schools B. went to “finishing” schools

C. did not go to high schools D. went to technical schools
23. It can be inferred from this passage that

A. girls usually attended private primary schools

B. only boys usually attended technical schools

C. girls did not like going to school

D. only girls attended classical schools
24. According to the passage, Maria’s father probably

A. had very modern views about women

B. had very traditional views about women

C. had no opinion about women

D. thought women could not learn Latin
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[image: image10.png]25. High school teachers in Italy in Maria’s days were
A. very modern B. very intelligent
C. quite scientific D. quite strict

Passage Six

Questions 26-30 are based on the following passage.

Late one Sunday afternoon in September 1999, Oseola McCarty, an elderly
cleaning lady passed away in the little wooden frame house where she had lived
and worked most of her life. It may seem like an ordinary end to a humble life,
but there is something quite exceptional about this woman.

In the summer of 1995, McCarty gave $150,000, most of the money she had
saved throughout her life, to the University of Southern Mississippi in her
hometown. The money was to help other African Americans through university.
She started her saving habit as a young lady when she cleaned and ironed for
money. She led a simple, frugal life, never spending on anything but her most
basic needs. Some banks also advised her on investing her hard-earned savings.

When she retired, she decided that she wanted to use the money to give
children of limited means the opportunity to go to university. She had wanted to
become a nurse, but had to leave school to look after her sick relatives and work.
When asked why she had given her life savings away, she replied, “I’m giving it
away so that children won’t have to work so hard, like I did.” After the news of
her donation hit the media, over 600 donations were made to the scholarship fund.
One was given by media executive, Ted Turner, who reputedly gave a billion

dollars.

She didn’t want any fuss made over her gift, but the news got out and she was
invited all over the United States to talk to people. Wherever she went, people
would come up to her to say a few words or to just touch her. She met the
ordinary and the famous, President Clinton included. In the last few years of her
life, before she died of cancer, McCarty was given over 300 awards: she was

honored by the United Nations and received the Presidential Citizen’s Medal.
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[image: image11.png]Despite having no real education, she found herself with two honorary doctorates:
one from the University of Southern Mississippi and the other from Harvard
University. Her generosity is clearly an inspiration to many and proves that true
selflessness does exist.
26. Why did Oseola McCarty shock and inspire the world?

A. She had managed to save so much money.

B. She gave her money to African Americans.

C. She gave her life savings to help poor teenagers to enter universities.

D. She only spent money on cheap things.
27. She managed to save so much money by

A. making and ironing clothes for others all her life

B. working hard and saving hard

C. opening a good bank account

D. learning how to make money
28. She gave her money away because

A. she wanted to help the university

B. she wanted others to have the chance to become nurses

C. she wanted others to have the opportunity to escape a hard life

D. she wanted to be remembered after her death
29. When her generosity was made,

A. a lot of people donated billions

B. hundreds of students got scholarships

C. hundreds of people put money into the fund

D. she was sent to university
30. McCarty became famous because

A. of her generosity B. of her exceptional skills

C. she had saved $150,000 D. she travelled all over America
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I11. Discourse Cloze. (10 points, 1 point for each)
Directions: The following passage is taken from the textbook. Read the passage and fill in
the numbered spaces (there are more suggested answers than necessary). Write your

answers on the Answer Sheet.

Smiley owned a horse while he was here. We used to kid Jim and call her the
fifteen-minute nag because she was so slow, but actually she wasn’t too slow, we
just liked to kid Jim. He used to win money betting on her. She was sick a lot, so
in races the others used to give her a few hundred yards’ head start. The other
horses would always catch up and pass her, but then near the end of the race,
31. . She looked as if she were going to fall down with her crazy legs going in
all directions and with her coughing and sneezing and almost falling over, but
somehow she would pull all of her strength together at the very end and 32.

Jim also had a fighting dog which he named after the President, Andrew
Jackson. That was the ugliest dog on earth, and he looked as if he were about to
die any minute, and when he didn’t look that way, 33. . But when the time
came to fight another dog, Jim’s pup was another dog. At first, Jim’s dog appeared
ready to lose to the other dog. The other dog would run him around and tackle him,
bite him, and throw him all over the ring. 34. . Then, all of a sudden, Jim’s
pup would come alive. He’d grab the other dog by the hind legs and freeze to
them. He wouldn’t chew, you understand, he would just hold on until the other
dog had to give up.

Smiley always won money on that dog. Always except once, that is. The dog

had to fight another dog, as usual, but this time the other dog had no hind legs.
35. . Afterwards, he just shook his head, slinked off past Smiley as though
36. , and then lay down and died.
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[image: image13.png]Smiley had all kinds of other animals which he used to bet on, too. He had
other dogs, chickens, cats, and 37. . One time he caught a frog and decided
he would teach it to jump. He worked with that frog for about three months, and
you can bet that 38. _ . Jim would give the little beast a punch and the frog
would leap higher than any frog you’ve ever seen. That frog would whirl around
in the air and come down on its feet just like a cat. He was also good at catching
flies.

Smiley named his frog Daniel Webster and claimed that all any frog ever
wanted was a good education. He trained the frog so well that all he had to say
was ‘Flies, Daniel, flies!” and quick as a wink that frog would leap off the floor to
wherever the fly was, 39. _ . When he landed, the frog would act as if nothing
had happened. He’d just scratch his head with his hind foot as if he did that sort of
thing all the time. Daniel Webster’s best trick was jumping from a seated position;
40. _ . Whenever there was an opportunity for Daniel to test his jumping,
Smiley would try to find someone to bet with. He was proud of that frog and
wanted to show him off to people.

(From The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County)
A. he were ashamed of what had happened
B. she’d get all excited and desperate and start running faster
C. that 1s, with no running head start
D. she almost always won by a nose
E. catch it with his tongue, and land back where he started
F. it never made a bit of difference to him
G. he looked as if he wanted to steal something like a common thief
H. he can outjump any frog in Calaveras County
I. several others which I can’t even remember
J. Well, old Andrew Jackson didn’t know what to make of it and he lost that fight
K. at the end of that time the frog was a pretty good jumper

L. People would start to increase their bets against Andrew Jackson
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Directions: Complete each of the following sentences with the proper form of the word in
the brackets. Write your answers on the Answer Sheet.

41. (act)

42. (grace)
43. (irritate)

They took steps to prevent the spread of the disease.

He gave a bow to the audience.

She was getting more and more at his comments.

44. (economy) He was in all areas of his life.

45. (annoy) He was beginning to get very with me about my

carelessness.
46. (evident)

There is convincing of a link between exposure to sun

and skin cancer.

47. (freeze) The pipes have  , so we’ve got no water.
48. (benefit) A good dietis  to health.

49. (apology) We  for the late departure of this fight.
50. (dark) They managed to escape under cover of

V. Gap Filling. (10 points, 1 point for each)
Directions: The following passage is taken from the textbook. Fill in the numbered gaps
with the correct form of the words or phrases in the box (there are more words than

necessary). Write your answers on the Answer Sheet.

imitate act arrive associate attract
mean liquid key easy of
show which ability

“The most important day I remember in all my life is the one on which my
teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy, came to me. It was the third of March, 1887, three
months before I was seven years old.” so wrote Helen Keller.
The morning after the 51.  of her teacher, Helen was led into a room and
given a doll. After she had played with it for a while, Miss Sullivan slowly spelt

the word do-1-1 onto her hand. At once Helen was interested in this finger play and
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[image: image15.png]tried to 52. _ her teacher. When she finally succeeded in forming the letters
correctly, she was pleased and proud. Excitedly she found her way to her mother,
held up her hand and wrote the letters “doll”. And in the days that followed, she
learned to spell a great many words in this way.

Helen soon learned, however, that things and 53.  have names. One day,
while she was playing with her new doll, Miss Sullivan placed the doll on her lap,
made her touch again and wrote the letters d-o-1-1 on the palm of her hand. This
was repeated several times until Helen 54.  the word with the object.

“Once, as we were walking down the path to the well, I was 55. by
some peculiar smell. I asked, ‘What is that strange smell in the air?’ Miss Sullivan
led me to the well. She took my hand and placed it under the spout from which
water flew out.” As the cool stream washed Helen’s hand, Miss Sullivan spelt the
“water” on her other hand. Suddenly everything came back. She knew then that
w-a-t-e-r meant the cool 56.  with which she was playing now with both her
hands. That living word gave her joy, light and hope. On reaching the house,
every familiar object she touched seemed to have anew 57.  for her. She was
eager to know more. As her education progressed, though not without difficulty
for both the teacher and the pupil, Helen was living a new life full of excitement.
She now had the 58.  to a language and was keen to use it.

We who have eyes to see and ears to hear can learn 59. . But Helen could
not, as she was both blind and deaf. She made full use of all the other 60.
she had, to such an advantage that she became the world’s famous teacher of the
blind and the deaf.

(From Helen Keller)

VI. Short Answer Questions. (10 points, 5 points for each)

Directions: The following 2 questions are based on Passage Four in this test paper. Read
the passage carefully again and answer the questions briefly by referring back to Passage
Four. Write your answers on the Answer Sheet.

61. What do parents often expect their children to do in American society?

62. Why do the young and the old seem to live in two different worlds?
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Directions: The following excerpt is taken from the textbook. Read the paragraphs carefully
and translate into Chinese each of the numbered and underlined parts.

There is a legend of an artist who long sought for a piece of sandalwood, out

of which to carve a Madonna. 63. He was about to give up in despair, leaving the

vision of his life unrealized, when in a dream he was bidden to carve his Madonna

from a block of oak wood which was destined for the fire. He obeyed, and

produced a masterpiece from a log of common firewood. Many of us lose great
opportunities in life by waiting to find sandalwood for our carvings, when they

really lie hidden in the common logs that we burn. 64. One man goes through life

without seeing chances for doing anything great. while another close beside him

snatches from the same circumstances and privileges opportunities for achieving

orand results.

Opportunities? They are everywhere. “America is another name for

opportunities. 65. Our whole history appears like a last effort of divine providence

in behalf of the human race.” Never before were there such grand openings, such

chances, such opportunities. Especially is this true for girls and young women. A
new era 1s dawning for them. Hundreds of occupations and professions, which
were closed to them only a few years ago, are now inviting them to enter.

We can not all of us perhaps make great discoveries like Newton, Faraday,
Edison, and Thompson, or paint immortal pictures like an Angelo or a Raphael. 66.

But we can all of us make our lives sublime, by seizing common occasions and

making them great. What chance had the young girl, Grace Darling, to distinguish

herself, living on those barren lighthouse rocks alone with her aged parents? But
while her brothers and sisters, who moved to the cities to win wealth and fame,
are not known to the world, she became more famous than a princess. This poor
girl did not need to go to London to see the nobility; they came to the lighthouse

to see her. 67. Right at home she had won fame which the regal heirs might envy,

and a name which will never perish from the earth. She did not wander away into
dreamy distance for fame and fortune, but did her best where duty had placed her.
(From Opportunities Where You Are)
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