全国2013年7月高等教育自学考试
英美文学选读试题
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[image: image1.png]M{BE h FIRERD
2 E 20134 7 HEEFHE B¥ 5
RIEA S 00604
BEERNEAEBSIEERENET RS . FEZTHEK L,
% FEEE 4

EBREWM:
1. ZEALFEFLEACHERXRELAR G2 EFIESHRATENEFERME
HEGEEBFANENNME L.

2. B/PMERHERG,H 2BMELEER EXNEHNERFSIRE. 1T 33, AR
RETEE, BERAMERES . FREAEXEE L.

I

| . Multiple Choice(40 points in all, 1 for each)
Select from the four choices of each item the one that best answers the question
or completes the statement. Mark your choice by blackening the corresponding
letter A,B,C or D on the answer sheet.

1. In his romantic comedies, Shakespeare takes a(n ) attitude toward love and
youth, and the romantic elements are brought into full play.
A. pessimistic B. sarcastic
C. passive D. optimistic
2. Among John Milton’ s major poetical works, is the most perfect example of
the verse drama after the Greek style in English.
A. Paradise Lost B. Paradise regained
C. Samson Agonistes D. Aeopagitica
3. Friday is a character in the novel :
A. Gulliver’ s Travels B. Tom Jones
C. Robinson Crusoe D. A Modest Proposal
4. In , by suggesting that poor Irish parents sell their babies to the rich English

lords and ladies as food, Jonathan Swift is making the most devastating protest against
the inhuman exploitation and oppression of the Irish people by the English ruling class.
A. A Tale of a Tub B. Guilliver’ s Travels
C. The Battle of the Books D. A Modest Proposal
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[image: image2.png]9. Henry Fielding’ s novel 1s a masterpiece on the subject of the story of the un-

fortunate life of an idealized woman, a maudlin picture of the social life at the time.
A. The History of Jonathan Wild the Great
B. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling
C. The History of Amelia
D. The History of the Adventures of Joseph Andrews and of his friend Mr. Abraham
Adams.
6. William Blake’s central concem in the Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience is

, and this concern gives the two books a strong social and historical reference.

A. freedom B. woman
C. poverty D. childhood
7. In , Shakespeare has not only made a profound analysis of the social crisis in
which the evils can be seen everywhere, but also criticized the bourgeois egoism.
A. Macbeth B. Othello
C. King Lear D. Hamlet

8. The following line “If winter comes, can Spring be far behind?” was written by

A. William Wordsworth B. William Blake

C. George Bernard Shaw D. Percy Bysshe Shelly
9. All of the following novels are written by Jane Austen EXCEPT
A. Pride and Prejudice B. Sense and Sensibility
C. Emma D. Agnes Grey
10. Charles Dickens’ novel is famous for its vivid description of the workhouse
and life of the underworld in the nineteenth — century London.
A. The Pickwick Paper B. Oliver Twist
C. David Copperfield D. Nicholas Nickleby
11. The works of are famous for the depiction of the life of the middle — class
working women, particularly governesses.
A. Charlotte Bronte B. Jane Austen
C. Thomas Hardy D. D. H. Lawrence
12. From ._ on, the tragic sence becomes the keynote of Thomas Hardy’ s novels.
A. The Return of the Native B. The Mayor of Casterbridge
C. Tess of the D’ Urbervilles D. Jude the Obscure
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Bermard Shaw’ s play 1s a grotesquely realistic exposure of slum landlord-

ism.
A. Candida B. Widowers’ Houses

C. Mrs. Warren’ s Profession D. Caesar and Cleopatr

Generally speaking, is the best of T. S. Eliot’ s plays in the sense that it
contains the best poetry and the most coherent drama.

A. Murder in the Cathedral B. The Cocktail Party

C. The Family Reunion D. The Confidential Clerk

In D. H. Lawrence’ s novel , Lawrence declared that any repression of the

sexual impulse based on social, religious, or moral values of the civilized world would
cause severe damage to the harmony of human relationships and the psychic health of
the individual’ s personality.

A. Kangaroo B. The Rainbow

C. Women in Love D. Lady Chatterley’ s Lover

D. H. Lawrence’ s novel is regarded to be a more profoundly ordered novel
than any other written by Lawrence.

A. Sons and Lovers B. The Rainbow

C. Women in Love D. Lady Chatterley’ s Lover

The first and second parts of are undoubtedly the most widely read among

Shakespeare’ s history plays.

A. Henry IV B. Henry V
C. Henry VI D. Henry VIII
In the following writings by Henry Fielding, brings him the name of the

“Prose Homer”.

A. The History of Jonathan Wild the Great

B. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling

C. The History of Amelia

D. The History of the Adventures of Joseph Andrews and of his friend Mr. Abraham
Adams.

With' so many poems like “The Sparrow’s Nest,” “To a Skylark,” “To the Cuck-

00,” “To a Butterfly,” is regarded as a “worshiper of nature. ”
A. William Blake B. William Wordsworth
C.T. S. Eliot D. William Shakespeare
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[image: image4.png]20. Stories of provide the major themes in all Jane Austen’s novels, in which

female characters are always playing an active part.

A. love and marriage B. pursuit of truth
C. political tyranny D. adventures
21. In . one of Dickens’ later works, Dickens presents a criticism of the gov-

ernmental branches which run an indefinite procedure of management of affairs and
keep the innocent in prison for life.
A. Bleak House B. Little Dorrit
C. Hard Times D. A Tale of Two Cities

22. Bernard Shaw wrote quite a few history plays, in which he kept an eye on the contem-
porary society. The important plays of this group are
A. Back to Methuselah and The Apple Cart

B. Caesar and Cleopatra and St. Joan
C. Widowers’ Houses and Mrs. Warren’ s Profession

D. Mrs. Warren’ s Profession and The Apple Cart

23. Henry James was the first American writer to conceive his career in terms.
A. international B. local
C. domestic D. national

24. The technique was frequently and skillfully exploited by Faulkneer to em-
phasize the reactions and inner musings of the narrator.
A. colloquialism B. modem stream — of — consclousness
C. imagism D. exaggeration

25. Hawthorne’ s The House of the Seven Gables was based on the tradition of a

pronounced on the author’ s family when his great — grandfather was a judge in the Sa-

lem witchcraft trials.

A. pnze B. praise
C. curse D. bless
26. Hemingway’ s is a representation of life as a struggle against unconquerable

natural forces in which only a partial victory is possible.
A. The Old Man and the Sea B. To Have and Have Not
C. The Sun Also Rises D. White Shark
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The white whale, , symbolizes nature for Melville, for it is complex, unfath-

omable, malignant and beautiful as well.

A. Tom Sawyer B. Martin Eden

C. Mark Twain D. Moby Dick

According to Whitman, the fast growth of industry and wealth in cities indicated a live-

ly future of a nation, despite the crowded, noisy and squalid conditions and the slack-

ness in

A. morality B. education

C. democracy D. regulation

Mark Twain shaped the world’ s view of America and made a more extensive combina-
tion of American and serious literature than previous writers had ever done.
A. folk humor B. noble arts

C. current events D. religious belief

Henry James’ s , a novella about a young American girl who gets “killed”

by the winter in Rome, brought him international fame for the first time.

A. The Princess Casamassima B. The Portrait of A Lady

C. Daisy Miller D. Thé Wings of the Dove

Emily Dickinson’ s poetic idiom is noted for its laconic brevity, and plain-
ness.

A. euphemism B. directness

C. complexity D. ambiguity

Theodore Dreiser is a prolific writer, among which, is the best known, trac-

ing the material rise of Carrie Meeber and the tragic decline of G. W. Hurstwood.

A. The Stoic B. The Genius

C. The Titan D. Sister Carrie

Robert Frost’ s A Masque of Reason and A Masque of Mercy are comic — serious dra-
matic narratives, in both of which biblical characters in modern settings discuss

and man’ s relations to God.

A. nature B. passion

C. laws D. ethics
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[image: image6.png]34. Fitzgerald was a most representative figufe of the 1920s, who was of the ex-

citing age in almost every way.

A. mirror B. victim
C. scapegoat D. loser
35. The book is the first to present a Hemingway hero — Nick Adams.
A. The Sun Also Rises B. In Our Time
C. For Whom the Bell Tolls D. The Old Man and the Old Sea
36. In 1950, Faulkner was awarded the Nobel Prize for the Intruder in the
Dust.
A. anti —racist B. anti — war
C. anti — feminist D. anti — sexist

37. Hawthome’ s intellectuals are usually villains, dreadful because they are devoid of

A. warmth and feeling B. love and hatred
C. needs and supplies D. friends and family
38. In his early works, Melville is more enthusiastic about setting out on a quest for the

meaning of

A. life B. universe
C. politics D. democracy
39. The genuine participation of a poet in a common cultural effort was, according to

Whitman, to behave as a supreme

A. individualist B. collectivist
C. historian D. racist
40. The rich material of Mark Twain’ s boyhood experience became the endless

resources for his fiction.
A. on the Rocky Mountain B. in the desert

C. on the Atlantic D. on the Mississippi
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Reading Comprehension (16 points in all, 4 for each) ,
Read the quoted parts carefully and answer the questions in English. Write
your answers on the answer sheet.

For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils.

Questions ;

A. Identify the poet and the title of the poem from which this stanza is taken.
B. Explain in a few words “that inward eye / Which is the bliss of solitude”.
C. How is the core of the poetic beliefs of the poet manifested in this poem?

“Am I a liar in your eyes?” he asked passionately. “Little sceptic, you shall be
convinced. What love have I for Miss Ingram? None: and that you know. What love
has she for me? None: as I have taken pains to prove: I caused a rumour to reach her
that my fortune was not a third of what was supposed, and after that I presented myself
to see the result: it was coldness both from her and her mother. I would not — I could
not — marry Miss Ingrain. You — you strange — you almost unearthly thing! — I
love as my own flesh. You — poor and obscure, and small and plain as you are — 1
entreat to accept me as a husband. ”

Questions :

A. Identify the author and the title of the novel from which this excerpt is taken.
B. Who is the speaker?

C. What’ s the image of the heroine?

He smiled understandingly — much more than understandingly. It was one of those
rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it, that you may come across four or
five times in life. It faced — or seemed to face — the whole external world for an in-
stant, and then concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favor. It un-
derstood you just as far as you wanted to be understood, believed in you as you would
like to believe in yourself, and assured you that it had precisely the impression of you
that, at your best, you hoped to convey.

Questions :

A. Identify the author and the title of the novel from which the excerpt is taken.
B. Who is “He” in the excerpt?

C. What is going on in this part of the novel?
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[image: image8.png]44.  ‘Poor little Faith!’ thought he, for his heart smote him. ‘ What a wretch am I ,to
leave her on such an errand! She talks of dreams, too. Methought, as she spoke ,
there was trouble in her face, as if a dream had wamed her what work is to be done
tonight. But no, no! ’t would kill her to think it. Well; she’ s a blessed angel on
earth; and after this one night , I’ Il cling to her skirts and follow her to heaven. ’
Questions :

A. Identify the author and the title of the work from which the above excerpt is taken.
B. What does “he” refer to in the excerpt and what is he about to do tonight?
C. Briefly describe the character’ s feelings.

. Questions and Answers (24 points in all, 6 for each)

Give a brief answer to each of the following questions in English. Write your

answers on the answer sheet.

45. What are the characteristics of Shelley’ s poetry that make him one of the leading Ro-
mantic poets?

46. What are the characteristics of Charles Dickens’ character portrayal?

47. What are the characteristics of Henry James’ s realism from the perspective of psycho-
logical emphasis.

48. What are the features of Walt Whitman’ s poetry in terms of his “free verse” ?

IV. Topic Discussion(20 points in all, 10 for each)
Write no less than 150 words on each of the following topics in English on the
answer sheet.

49. Discuss briefly the writings of D. H. Lawrence in thematic concerns and artistic tend-
ency with reference to Sons and Lovers.

50. Emily Dickinson is a great American poetess, and she addresses those issues that con-
cern the whole human beings within her little lyrics. Briefly discuss the themes of her

lyrics.
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